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>t$£3Bnal application No, 

PCT/JP2003/004300 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed *" 
the description: 

pages 

pages — _ 

pages " 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



• the claims: 



, filed with the letter of 



pages 



- , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I 1 the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages ~~ 



m , filed with the letter of 



_, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which js . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

ofsSf ° f *• t^^ion furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P™ £aTe^ «• - *«—■ application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^~iX£^z^ir ittm sequence iisting does not * be - d *° «— » - 

lllZSST inf0rmati ° n reC ° rded ta C ° mpUter read8b,e f0rm is identical * *e written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

| "Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-5 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-5 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Regarding claims 1-5 

Documents 1-3 cited in the ISR do not describe forming a plurality of drain grooves in the 
outer peripheral surfaces of shoe press belts along the circumferential direction thereof, and gradually 
increasing the depth of these drain grooves starting at the pressed area center part of the shoe press 
belts toward the pressed area end parts. The descriptions of newly cited document 4 (paragraphs 001 8- 
00 Fig. 3) suggest an example wherein drain grooves gradually increase starting at the pressed area 
center parts of shoe press belts toward the pressed area end parts. However, the drain grooves are in a 
herringbone shape and are not disposed along the circumferential direction of the shoe press belts; 
therefore, the inventions relating to these claims appear to be novel. 

This application has the effect of uniformly dehydrating an entire wet paper by handling shoe 
press belts as described above; none of the cited documents suggest the relation between the shape of 
drain grooves and dehydration of a wet paper, and document 4, which gives the drain grooves the 
above shape to improve mobility of water, has an object different from that of the present application; 
therefore, the inventions relating to these claims appear to involve an inventive step. 

Document 1 : EP, 978588, A (Ichikawa Co., Ltd.), February 9, 2000 (02.09.00) 

Document 2: EP, 414629, A (Beloit Corporation), August 10, 1990 (08. 10.90) 

Document 3: EP, 886004, A (Ichikawa Co., Ltd.), December 23, 1998 (12.23.98) 

Document 4: JP, 8-13373, A (Ichikawa Co., Ltd.), January 16, 1996 (01.16.96) 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 
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